The Evils of Religion 


Religion is the worst thing that ever happened to this world. Tons and tons of books 


eatelels 


about the religions of the world have been printed. The figure is beyond count. Many relig 


people are totally blinded by the good deeds system. They have no concept of the doctrine of 
the total depravity of man (that all men are corrupt, evil, sinful and unable to please God in| 


29 


their own human efforts). They think of “total depravity” in terms of people who lie around 


in the gutter. Actually, those individuals who lie around in the gutters might be respectable 


compared to some religious people. 


he sins of religious people are amongst the most awful sins of all. The sin of pride for 


example is fantastic. The sin of legalism is the system of trying to impress God with something 
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you can do, rather than be impressed with what God has done through Jesus Christ. 


Let’s consider a religious person talked about in the Bible. His name was Nicodemus. He 
as a very well educated man. He was a Pharisee (religious leader). Nicodemus was a very 


proud, vain, legalistic and hypocritical man. He came to Jesus at night, for Nicodemus was 


a very busy man. No doubt, he hoped to impress Jesus with his flattery. He addressed Jesus 
as “Rabbi” (an official title of honor). To Nicodemus, Jesus was a teacher, nothing mote. 
hough Nicodemus had a body and a soul, his spirit was dead. He had no ability to fellowship 


ith God, because he was “spiritually dead”. He had never been born spiritually. 


If you are to be “born from above” or “born-again”, you must accept Jesus Christ as your 
Savior. This is such a wonderful truth that is taught in the Bible. Many people, far beyond 


count, just don’t believe upon the Son of God. They believe in a God; maybe a god of wood, 





of stone, of metal, of spirit, of knowledge, of power, of nature, etc., etc., etc. 


Religion by the ton, of every sort, of every kind. Religion, religion and more religion. People 
have all kinds of ideas what God should be like. If they can’t find a god that is already made 


for them, they will make a new god to their liking. 


It is very difficult for some people to realize they are sinners, they feel they are very good 
people. Many don’t believe in a god, of any kind. They do not believe that there is anythin 


beyond the grave. 
In short; many believe we are born, live and we die, the end! 


However, so many questions about life are with us all the days of our life and they must be 
answered one way or another. In this life, a time comes when we must settle in our hearts 
whether or not a God does exist. Is there life after death? Is there a heaven? Is there a hell? 

‘hat is the purpose of life? Does God really give us eternal life? Will God actually punish 
people in hell? Is God, if there is a God, telling me the truth? Look at the world today 
and the destruction sin causes! Will the wicked really be turned into hell? WE ALL HAVE 

O ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS AND MANY MORE because they need to be 
answered. No person can escape having to decide the answer to these questions; no one, it’s 


g to do with God at all, but THEN THAT IS 


< 


OUR DECISION. See, you have to decide! 


a part of life! You may decide you want nothin 


Many religions will offer you answers to these questions, but the answers are not found in| 


religion. The answers are found in a person, the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s only begotten Son! 


Miracles are happening today, just as in the time of our Lord Jesus. You may have not thought 
about this before, but it takes a miracle to become a child of God. Salvation is a supernatural] 
act of God in response to our child-like faith in Christ alone. When we reach that point in life 
where God has drawn us to make that decision to either accept or reject His Son Jesus Christ 
as our Savior from sin, a miracle will or will not take place; depending on what we do with| 
Jesus. Whether we reject or accept the Son of God as our Savior is totally up to each of us. I 


ye reject Christ, no miracle of the new birth takes place. 





On the other hand; if we accept Christ as our Savior, admitting that we are sinners and that we 
do want Christ to come into our hearts, our sins will be forgiven immediately. The new birth| 
takes place immediately...not partially over time, not in steps; but instantly the very second we 


accept Jesus as Savior. We then belong to God, we are adopted into His family. A miracle 


has taken place and according to the Scriptures, there is no power, no person, or anything in| 


this universe that can separate us from the love of God; which is in Christ Jesus our Lord 


(Romans 8:35). 


he question of accepting or rejecting Christ must be settled in your heart. Whether you are 
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a church-goer, give lots of money to charities, and do all kinds of religious works, it really 
doesn’t matter. What matters is—ARE YOU A BORN AGAIN CHILD OF GOD? No 
amount of religion or outward self-righteousness can help you on judgment day. Salvation is 
Inot found in a religion; but in a person, Jesus Christ. It’s stmple! You are a sinner in need of 
a Savior. Stop trying to save yourself and decide to rely upon Jesus. Only Jesus paid for your 
sins, so only He alone can save! From your heart, simply ask Jesus to forgive your sins and 


become your Savior. Decide to rely upon Him alone to save your soul. 








